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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


SERMONS—No. VIIL . 


THE MUTUAL COMFORT OF CHRISTIANS. 


I, THESSALONIANS, V. 11.— Where- 
Sore, comfort yourselves together. 


The epistle from which these 
words are chosen, was first ad- 
dressed “ unto the charch of the 
Thessalonians.” The apostle re- 
peatedly exhorts the members of 
that church to promote their own 
mutual comfort. This duty he en- 
‘joins in our text and enforces by 
several considerations, which are 
mentioned in the context. It is 
in view of these considerations, 
that he says to the members of 
the church of the Thessalonians, 
‘wherefore, comfort yourselves 
together.” ‘These words imply, 
that there are proper and _ suffic- 
ient sources of mutual comfort to 
christians. And they plainly show, 
that it is the duty of the members 
of a christian church to promote 
their mutual comfort. By the 
words of the text, then, Iam lead, 
in the present discourse, 

I. To consider the sources of 
mutual comfort to christians ; and 

Il. Toshow that the members 
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of achristian church ought to pro- 
mote their mutual comfort. it is 
proposed, 

1. To consider the sources of 
mutual comfort to christians. True 
christians are closely united in re- 
ality, as well as by profession.— 
As they share in their common 
sufferings and sorrows, so they mu- 
tually partake of the consolations, 
which the gospel affords to the 
children of God. In the holy 
scriptures, God gives many instruc- 
tions for the comfort of his peo- 
ple and plainly exhibits the 
sources, from which their mutual 
comfort is to be derived. From 
what is taught in the scriptures on 
this subject, it may be observed, 

1. That christians may be mut- 
ually comforted by their appoint- 
ment unto salvation. ‘This source 
of comfort the apostle mentions 
in the context. He says to his 
christian brethren—* For God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The same subject he 
mentions in the beginning of the 
epistle. He says, “ knowing, breth- 
ren beloved,your election of God.” 
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In his second epistle to the same 
church, he writes, “ We are bound 
to give thanks always to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the 
beginning, chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spir- 
it and belief of the truth.” The 
divine appointment of christians to 
eternal salvation is mentioned in 
the different epistles to the church- 
es, as a source of comfort to be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ. ‘This 
subject Christ often mentioned to 
his disciples for their comfort.— 
It is to their appointment unto sal- 
vation, that we are to ascribe, 
whatever God has done for the 
benefit of his people in this life, 
and for their future glory in heav- 
en. When christians have a sight 
and sense of their sin and guilt, 
they feel wholly unworthy of the 
least favor ; and they are sensible 
that they deserve the wrath of 
God forever. They are sensible 
that God would have been right- 
eous and glorious, if they had been 
appointed unto wrath. They per- 
ceive, that it is of the infinite 
goodness and sovereign mercy of 
God, that any of mankind are say- 
ed from sin, shame and woe.— 
When christians consider, that God 
was pleased, for the glory of his 
name, to choose and appoint, in 
the counsel of his own will, that 
they should be saved, their hearts 
are withdrawn from themselves 
and from every created.object and 
fixed upon the exceeding riches 
of his grace in Jesus Christ.. In 
view of the sovereign and bound- 
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less grace of God, as it appears in 
the election of his people unto 
salvation, they rise to the highest 
and purest source of spiritual con- 
solation. In view of this subject, 
the apostle writes “ Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, according 
as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love; hav- 
ing predestinated us unto the a- 
doption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of the glory of his grace.” The 
doctrine of election, when it is 
rightly and humbly considered by 
christians, affords such a bright 
display of the love, the mercy and 
the sovereignty of God, as is suit- 
ed to fill their hearts with comfort 
amidst all the evils and sorrows 
they experience on earth. For 
such persons, as the apostle be- 
lieved to be chosen and appointed 
unto salvation, he prays in these 
words—*“* Now our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself and God, even our 
Father, who hath loved us and 
hath given us everlasting consola- 
tion and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts,” 

2. The death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for his people is a source 
of mutual comfort to christians.— 
This is also mentioned in the 
context. The apostle urges his 


brethren to take “for an hel- 
met the hope of salvation.” And 
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he then adds, “* For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to ob- 
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us.” The 
death of Christ for his people isa 
permanent foundation of comfort 
to their hearts. It exhibits an af- 
fecting and glorious evidence and 
expression of the goodness of God. 
John says to his brethren, * In this 
was manifested the love of God 
towards us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through 
him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be a propitia- 
tion for our sins.” In view of the 
death of Christ, christians are con- 
soled, because it so fully displays 
the justice and the mercy of God, 
while it opens a way for the for- 
giveness and salvation of every 
sinner, who repents and believes 
No holy being could 
ever consent that one sinner should 
be saved from the curse of the 
law, at the expence of the truth 
and justice of God. Now while 
sinners are justified freely by the 
grace of God through the redemp- 
tion, that is in Christ Jesus, God 
is just and his justice appears very 
glorious in justifying every one, 
who believes When 
christians turn their hearts to the 
cross of Jesus Christ, whose blood 
cleanses from all sin, though la- 
boring and heavy laden with sin 
and guilt, with shame and sorrow, 
with afflictions and temptations, 
yet there they fiud rest to their 
souls. Though they be feeble, 
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wretched and needy in themselves, 
yet through faith they can say— 
*“ If God be for us, who can be 
against us? He, that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us ali things ? 
Who shail lay any thing to the 
charge of God’select? It is God, 
that justifieth, Who is he, that 
condemneth? It is Christ that 
died.” From the sorrow and 
death of Christ, christians receive 
their life and comfort. In view of 
his death they will forever re- 
joice and sing—* Unto him, that 
loved us and 
our sins in his own blood and hath 


washed us from 
made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever.” 
The death of Christ is the life and 
strength, the hope and joy, the re- 
fuge and comfort, the glory and 
saivation of believers. ‘The apos- 
tle says—‘ God forbid, that I 
should glory, save in the cross of 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, by whom 
I am crucified unto the world and 
the world unto me,” 

3° Christians may be mutually 
comforted by the gracious effects, 
which the Holy Spirit produces 
in their hearts. In the context 
the apostle mentions the knowl- 
edge, love, faith and hope of chris- 
tians. In view of these blessed 
effects of the Holy Spirit, they are 
urged to coinfort themselves to- 
gether. Writing to the same per- 
sons the apostle says “ When I 
could no longer forbear, 1 sent to 
knew your faith, lest by seme 
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means the tempter have tempted 
you and our labor be in vain.— 
Eut now, when Timotheus came 
from you unto us and brought us 
good tidings of your faith and 
love; and that ye have good re- 
membrance of us always, desir- 
ing greatly to see us, as we also to 
see you; therefore brethren, we 
were comforted over you in all 
our affliction and distress by your 
faith. For now welive, if ye 
stand fast in the Lord.” It is con- 
soling to christians to behold in 
their brethren the excellent and 
lovely graces, which are produc- 
ed by the special influence of the 
Holy Spirit. By the influence of 
the Spirit christians are caused to 
see the glory and beauty of God and 
of the law, of Jesus Christ and the 
gospel. Aschristians are united 
in their religious sentiments, they 
have mutual love in the truth. 
While they see the image of Je- 
sus Christ in his beloved people, 
their hearts are comforted in their 
friendship and society. The psalm- 
ist says unto God, “They, that fear 
thee, will be giad when they see 
me, because I have hoped in thy 
word.” The beloved disciple 
says to the well-beloved Gaius— 
“[ rejoiced greatly, when the 
brethren came and testified of the 
truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth. I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth.” When 
Christians walk in the truth and 
feel and express the love, the faith, 
the hope and joy, which the Holy 
Spirit produces in their hearts, 
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they strengthen and comfort their 
brethren. How often have the 
faint and weary hearts of christ- 
ians, who are ready to say in their 
haste, “+ all men are liars,” been 
revived by seeing in their breth- 
ren, the tenderness and beauty of 
holy affections! They, who love 
holiness and hate wickedness, are 
greatly comforted by perceiving 
in Christians the gracious effects, 
which the Holy Spirit produces in 
their hearts. 

4. Christians may be mutually 
comlorted in the prospect of their 
eternal residence with the Lord 
Jesus Christ in heaven. It is by 
this consideration, that christians 
are directly urged in the text, to 
comfort themselves together. The 
apostle says, ‘¢ God brath not ap- 
pointed us unto wrath, but to ob- 
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, that, 
whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with bim.” 
He then adds the words of our 
text—*+ Wherefore comfort your- 
selves together ; and edify one 
another, even as also ye do.”— 
Again-he says—* The Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven 
with ashout, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trump of 
God. And the dead in Christ 
shall rise first. Then we, who 
are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore com- 
fort one another with. these 
words.” By similar considera- 





























tions, the Saviour comforted his 
disciples before his death. He 
suid, “Let not your hearts be 
troubled: ye believe in God; be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father's 
house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if | go & prepare a place 
for you, 1 will come again and re- 
ceive you unto myself, that where 
lam, there ye may be also.” The 
prospect of being with Christ and 
his people in heaven is suitedsto 
relieve and comfort the hearts of 
christians in their darkness and 
distress in this evil world. Not- 
withstanding his afflictions, temp- 
tations, and conilicts, the psalmist 
was consoled, when he was able 
by faith to say unto God, “ Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel 
and afterwards receive me to glo- 

ry.” The affliction of christians 
+ in this life seems light and but 
for a moment, in view of the far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory in heaven. ‘They shall 
be “before the throne of God 
and serve him day and night in 
his temple; and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no 
more ; neither thirst any more ; 
neither shall the sun light on 
them nor any heat. For the 
Lamb, who is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of 
waters; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” In 
prospect of the perfect and eter- 
nal blessedness of heaven believers 
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may well comfort themselves to- 
gether. Having considered the 
sources of mutual comfort to 
christians, it is now proposed, 

If. To show that the members 
of a christian church ought to 
promote their mutual comfort. 

To show that this is their duty, 
it may be observed. ' 

1. That they are required, in 
the scriptures, to promote the 
comfort of their brethren. By 
Isaiah, God says, “comfort ye. 
comfort ye my people.” To the 
saints at Corinth, Paul writes, 
“For ye may all prophesy one 
by one, that all may learn and all 
may be comforted.” In the epis- 
tle, from which the text is chosen, 
the members of the church at 
Thessalonica are repeatedly re- 
quired to comfort one another by 
very weighty and affecting con- 
siderations. These divine re- 
quirements bind christians at the 
present day, as well as in the days 
of the apostles. For the members 
of a church now need to be com- 
forted as well as in former times. 
And every member needs to be 
comforted by the attention, the 
tenderness and kindness of the 
other members. The members 
of a church are able to comfort 
one another. And if they will 
only consider, that they are re- 
quired by the Lord their God to 
comfort themselves together, they 
will at once perceive that they 
are bound to promote their mu- 
tual comfort by such an obliga- 
tion as can never be broken. 

2. The members of a church 
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solemnly engage to promote their 
own mutual comfort. When a 
church receives any persons into 
their communion, they bind them- 
selves by their covenant with God 
to promote the spiritual welfare 
of every such person, and by their 
mutual covenant, they bind them- 
selves to a faithful performance of 
the same duty. When a person 
joins a church, he engages to seek 
and to promote the peace and com- 
fort of all its members. The mem- 
bers of a church mutually and 
solemnly promise and covenant to 
labor together for the common 
edification and consolation of all 
their brethren, with whom they 
are especially united by a public 
profession of religion. If then, 
they do not comfort one another 
and comfort themselves together, 
they break their solemn covenant 
and their endearing engagements. 

3. By comforting their brethren 
the members of a church greatly 
increase their own spiritual con- 
solation. ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” To com- 
fort the afflicted, tempted, and 
weary people of God, produces a 
high degree of happiness. For it 
is the exercise and expression of 
holy and gracious affections. Eve- 
ry pious member of a church 
enjoys the peace and comfort of 
the other members. Christians 
are so united, ‘+ that the members 
should have the same care one for 
another. And whether one mem- 
ber suffer, all the members suffer 
with it; or one member be hon- 
ered, all the members rejoice 


with it.” To the saints at Corinth, 
the apostie writes, “ \VWe were 
comforted in your comfort: yea, 
and exceedingly the more joyed 
we for the joy of Titus, because 
his spirit was refreshed by you 
all.” The apostle was also great- 
ly consoled by Philemon, because 
he comforted the hearts of the 
saints. Hesays, ** We have great 
joy and consolation in thy love, 
because the bowels of the saints 
are refreshed by thee, brother.” 
Faithful christians are always 
greatly comforted in the comfort 
of their brethren. They, who 
the most desire and labor to pro- 
mote the comfort of other chris- 
tians, enjoy the most comfort in 
their own hearts. 

4. By promoting their mutual 
comfort the members of a church 
will secure and enjoy the presence 
and favor of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit iscalied the Comforter. 
He produces in christians all the 
light, love, faith, hope, peace, joy 
and comfort, which they experi- 
ence. The Holy Spirit delights 
in the comfort of his people.— 
And he greatly delights in all, who 
seek theircomfort. Such persons 
as labor to promote the mutual 
comfort of christians, please the 
God of peace and comfort, and en- 
joy his special presence and favor. 
Such persons work together with 
God and perform a service, which 
is very important and pleasant in 
his sight. Hence Paul says to the 
members of the church in Coriuth, 
“ Be perfect ; be of good comfort ; 
be of one mind; live in peace ; 











and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.”—H,, then, the 
members of a church would enjoy 
the presence and comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, they must be atten- 
tive and careful to comfort them- 
selves together. 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If there be such sources of 
mutual comfort to christians; and 
ifthe members of a church are 
bound to comfort themselves to- 
gether ; then a faithful church 
must afford a very pleasant sight. 
The conduct of such a church will 
be pleasant. For all its members 
will possess and manifest aspirit of 
mutual love, kindness and sympa- 
thy. Every member of a faithful 
church will be tenderly affected 
towards all the other members, 
and, will desire and labor to pro- 
mote their comfort. And _ the 
whole church will be tenderly af- 
‘fected towards every member, 

and desire and labor to promote 
his comfort in the doctrines, duties 
and blessings of the gospel. The 
conduct, then, of a faithful church 
will be very beautiful, lovely, and 
pleasant. And equally beautiful, 
levely and pleasant will be the 
condition of a faithful church — 
For their condition will agree 
with their conduct. A faithful 
church will be ina united, orderly, 
peaceful and happy condition— 
The members of such a charch 
will comfort themselves together 
in the eternal purpose of God re- 
specting the redemption of his peo- 
ple. They will also derive com. 
fort from the atoning sufferings of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ for their re- 
demption. Feeling in their own 
hearts and seeing in their brethren 
the blessed fruits of the Holy Spir- 
it, they will be comforted in the 
truth and by the grace of God.— 
And the earnest and prospect of 
their future and eternal commun- 
ion and glory in heaven will fill 
their hearts with joy and peace. 
It must be a pleasant sight, indeed, 
to behold the lovely conduct and 
the happy condition of a faithful 
church. 

2, lf the members of a church 
are bound to promote their mutu- 
al comfort, then it is a great thing 
to be a member of achurch. The 
members of a church are joined 
to a very important body. No 
other society, or communion, that 
ever exists on earth, is really so 
important as the society and com- 
munion. of christian churches.— 
The members of such churches 
are united by the authority and 
influence of the adorable Trinity. 
And they are united for the most 
important purposes, that can be 
promoted on earth. To be a mem- 
ber of a church is not a matter of 
mere form, orname. It is to take 
a most important station. Every 
member of a church owes a great 
service to all the other members. 
He is bound to be attentive, watch- 
ful and faithful to promote their 
spiritual comfort. It is then a 
great thing to be a member of a 
church on account of the impor- 
tant services, which every mem- 
ber owes to the other members. 
It is also a great thing, on account 
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‘of the important privileges, to 
which a member of a church is 
entitled. For he is entitled to the 
services and consolations, that a- 
rise from the friendship and com- 
munion of christian brethren. ‘To 
be a member of a church, then, is 
not a matter of mere profession 
and appearance. But it is, indeed, 
a very great concern. 

3. If the members of a church 
are bound to promote their mnutu- 
al comfort, then every true christ- 
ian, who is a member of a church, 
will by his conduct, afford evidence 
of his sincerity. A true christian 
will not be indolent and careless, 
when he has made a profession of 
religion. He will be mindful of his 
covenant with God and with his 
christian brethren. And it will be 
his great concern to perform’ bis 
vows and to discharge his duty.— 
Such a person, by his conduct, will 
show that he has not merely a 
name to live, while he is dead. 
He will not keep at a distance 
from the members of the body, to 
which he belongs. But he will 
consider and realize, that he and 
they are one in Christ Jesus.— 
He will tenderly feel the interests 
of his brethren. And he will la- 
bor to promote their spiritual con- 
solation. By such faithful conduct 
he will show, that he is a living 
aod active member of the Savior’s 
spiritual body. By such conduct 
he will maintain and discover ev- 
idence of his sincerity in making 
a profession of religion. 

4. If the members of a church 
are hound to promote their mutu- 





al comfort, then every consistent 
christian will desire to be a mem- 
ber of a church. He will desire 
to be a member from his regard 
to the church, and froma regard 
to his own spiritual interests.— 
His regard to the church will lead 
a real christian to desire to be ad- 
mitted to its fellowship. By join- 
ing a church a christian can do 
much more to promote the com- 
fort of other christians, than he 
can do while he is not a member 
ofachurch. Besides a christian, 
by joining a church, takes the 
right method to promote his’ own 
comfort in the services and privi- 
leges of christian communion. 
Every true christian, then, will 
be prompted by his own heart to 
become a member of a christian 
church by a public profession of 
religion. 

5. In view of what has been 
said on this subject, it is evident 
that christians will always be com- 
forted, when they turn to the pro- 
per sources of comfort. The pro- 
per sources of comfort to chris- 
tians are pure, perfect and per- 
manent. The living and true God, 
as he appears in the gospel of his 
grace and in the redemption of 
his people, is the comfort of chris- 
tians. When they turn to him, 
they turn to the fountain of con- 
solation and happiness. If they 
turn from God to earthly vanities, 
or to any created beings; or if 
they rely on themselves, or on 
means, they will experience dis- 
appointment and vexation. But 
when they traly turn to God, they 
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will find in him abundant and ever- 
lasting consolation. 


REMARKS ON THE HISTORY OF NAAMAN. 


The history of Naaman the Sy- 
rian is deeply interesting and in- 
structive. Anattentive perusal of 
it naturally suggests to the contem- 
plative mind reflections, on the 
wisdom of God, and on the char- 
acter of man, of a highly practical 
nature. With the outlines of his 
history, as recorded in the second 
book of Kings the reader is sup- 
posed to be so familiarly acquaint- 
ed, as to render a particular state- 
ment of them in the introduction, 
unnecessary. 

But, what are some of the most 
important remarks, which the his- 
tory of Naaman suggests ? 

1. By his history we are natu- 
rally reminded of the sinful char- 
acter, and the ruined state, of man- 
kind by nature. “ Naaman was a 
' great man with his master, and 
honorable, because by him the 
| Lord hath given deliverance unto 
Syria :—he was also a mighty 
| man in valour ; but he was a leper.” 
Notwithstanding all his power and 
honor, and riches, and consequer t 
, greatness, he was a leper ;—was 
afflicted with a loathsome, painful 
disorder ; which, had he lived in 
Israel, would have excluded him 

from all society ; which must have 
| rendered him a burden to himself, 
and, when fully seated, was incur- 
able by human skill. Naaman 
| was almost as great, as the world 
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could make him. And yet, we 
may suppose, that with him the 
basest of his slaves would not have 
exchanged conditions. From a 
consideration of his condition, how 
natural does the mind recur to the 
sinful character, and the ruin- 
ed state, of mankind by nature. 
No natural object can more strik- 
ingly represent the sinful char- 
acter of all mankind by nature, 
than a person, who, like Naaman, 
is deeply affected with the disease 
of leprosy. In a spiritual sense, 
the world is full of lepers. The 
leprosy of sin lies deep within 
every human heart. Like a sub- 
tle virulent poison, it has diffused 
itself into the most secret recesses 
of the soul, and has taken entire 
possession of the whole moral man. 
In consequence of its poisonous 
character, there is, by nature, no 
moral health inhim. It excludes 
the love of God from his heart, 
and often causes a most furious 
commotion among the passions of 
his soul, From his youth up, till 
he is renewed by the Spirit, it 
causes “ every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart to be evil, 
and only evil continually.” It not 
only reigns supreme in his moral 
affections, but brings him under 
the condemning sentence of the 
violated law—exposes, and justly 
exposes, him to feel the weight 
of the wrath of God forever. Such 
is the leprosy of sin in its genuine 
nature and tendency. It is its gen- 
uine nature and tendency to 
blight all, that is fair and lovely 
in creation. It aims directly at 
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the throne of the Eternal; and 
would not, if unrestrained, stop 
its mad career, till it should over- 
turn the moral kingdom of Jehov- 
ah, and could brood, with malig- 
nant pleasure, over the ruins of a 
desolated universe. 

2. By the histery of Naaman 
we are naturally reminded, that 
divine wisdom alone is adequate 
to point out to mankind a method 
of deliverance from their sinful, 
ruined state. 

Previous to his going to Elisha 
to be cured of his leprosy, Naam- 
an had unquestionably tried the 
utmost, that physicians could do 
for him, but all in vain; and for 
the reason, that such was his dis- 
order, when thoroughly infused 
into the system, it bid defiance to 
human skill. <A_ little Jewish 
damsel} directed him to go to Eli- 
sha, and Elisha directed him to go 
and wash seven times in Jordan, 
and be clean. There was nothing 
in the method, that Elisha pre- 
scribed, which, in itself, was suit- 
ed to cure the leprosy. If, at any 
time previous to his going to the 
prophet, Naaman had dipped him- 
self in Jordan till seventy times 
seven, there is no reason to sup- 
pose, he would thereby have been 
cured of his leprosy. We must, 
therefore, conclude, that the me- 
thod of cure prescribed to him 
was specially selected by infinite 
wisdom, for a special occasion, and 
a.special purpose. By the method 
prescribed, God undoubtedly in- 
tended to convince Naaman, that 
there was, indeed, a God in Israel, 






















who alone could prescribe to him 
a method of deliverance from the 
loathsome disorder, with which 
he was afflicted. As it was with 
Naaman in a natural respect, so, 

we have seen, it is with all man- 

kind in a moral respect. They 

are all, by nature, thoroughly in- 

fected by the leprosy of sin. As 

nothing less than divine wisdom 

could prescribe to Naaman a cure 

for his painful disorder, so nothing 

less than infinite wisdom is ade- 

quate to point out to mankind a 

method of deliverance from their 

sinful state. Mankind have, in- 

deed, in all ages, been attempting 
to ascertain some method of de- | 
liverance from apprehended fu- | 
ture evil. Hence, all the super- , 
stition, and idolatry,-and bloody 
rites and ceremonies of the heath- 
en world. By these they have 
attempted to appease the anger 
of the gods, and to secure person- 
al exemption from expected evil. 
The most learned heathen phi- 
losophers formed various conjec- 
tures respecting a future state of 
existence—respecting the condi- 
tion of men in that future state— 
and respecting the method, by 
which the favour of God might be 
secured; sometimes fixing on one 
method, then abandoning it for 
another, and for others still, in al- 
most endless succession. Respect- 
ing all the methods, which human 
wisdom has devised, for the de- 
liverance of mankind from their 
fallen state, it may be truly said, 
that they are absurd, contradicto- 
ry, and unsatisfactory in the ex- 
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ireme. The truth is, the highest 
wisdom of men is foolishness with 
God; and the world, by wisdom, 
knows not God. How may sinful 
man be just with God? is, there- 
fore a question, which infinite 
wisdom alone can answer. This 
question infinite wisdom has satis- 
factorily answered. ‘Through the 
medium of his holy word, God has 
informed us, that he has found a 
ransom—that he has laid help on 
one, who is mighty to save—that 
he can now be just, and yet the 
justifier of all penitent believers 
in Jesus, who, by his sufferings 
and death has made an atonement 
sufficient for all mankind. Such 
is the method of deliverance from 
their sinful state, which infinite 
wisdom has prescribed to man- 
kind ; and which nothing less than 
divine wisdom could have devised. 
It directs the despairing, dying 


‘sinner to the Lamb of God, who 


takes away the sin of the world. 
It assures him, that a fountain has 
been filled with blood, and directs 
him to wash in that fountain, and 
be healed. As the dying Israelite 
looked up to the brazen serpent, 
and was healed of his poisonous 
wound, the method of salvation 
devised by infinite wisdom, and 
into which angels desire to look, 
directs the sinner, divested of his 
self-righteousness, to look up to 
the cross, repent, believe, be 
forgiven and be happy forever. 
3. By the history of Naaman, 
we are naturally reminded, that, 
with the method of deliverance 
from their sinful state, which in- 
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finite wisdom has devised, man- 
kind are naturally displeased. 
With the simple direction of 
Elisha——*“* Go, and wash in Jordan 
seven times’”——Naaman was high- 
ly displeased. “+ Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus” 
he exclaimed, “better than all 
the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them, and be clean? Be- 
hold I thought, he will surely 
come out to me, and stand, and 
call upon the name of the Lord 
his God, and strike his hand on 
the place, and recover the leper. 
So he turned and went away in a 
rage.”” He desired to be cured 
as a person of consequence. The 
method prescribed by the proph- 
et he regarded as too common, 
too plain, and too cheap for se 
great a manas he to be cured by— 
did not believe, that it would ef- 
fect a cure—or, if it would, that 
he might as well be plunged in 
the rivers of Damascus, as in the 
waters of Israel. ‘So he turned 
and wentaway in a rage.” His 
conduct is a striking exemplifica- 
tion of the conduct of sinners, 
when urged to avail themselves 
of the method of deliverance from 
their sinful state, which is pre- 
scribed by the gospel. This 
method strikes at the root of ail 
their depravity, pride, and boast- 
ed self-righteousness. It requires 
them, stripped of all their self- 
righteousness, and relying solely 
on divine grace, to come as poor 
beggars—to plead for mercy sole- 
ly on account of what their Lord 
and Saviour has done and suffered. 
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and believingly to accept offered 
mercy through him. Against this 
method of salvation their hearts 
rebel. When itis clearly describ- 
ed to them, they are often greatly 
offended. Inform them plainly, 
that they cannot be justified by 
the deeds of the law; that they 
cannot be saved, on account of 
any thing, they have done, or can 
do, as the ground of their forgive- 
ness, and they are often disposed 
to turn and go away in a rage. 
They desire to be saved in such a 
manner, that they may, in the end, 
be able to ascribe the glory of 
their salvation to themselves, 
They cannot endure the thought 
of casting all their boasted talents 
and learning perhaps, and all their 
fancied personal worthiness, at 
the foot of the cross, and of rely- 
ing exclusively upon what another 
has done and suffered for deliver- 
ance from condemnation. 

All this our Saviour plainly dis- 
covered, when he was with sin- 
ners upon earth. Hence he said 
to them explicitly —“ Ye will not 
come unto me, that ye might have 
life.” For the same reason, when, 
at the present day, they are urged 
and entreated to avail themselves 
of the provisions of the gospel, 
their hearts often rise in opposit- 
ion to its holy, humbling demands, 
and in their thoughts at least, 
“ they all, with one consent, be- 
gin to make excuse.” The lan- 
guage of their hearts is——“ Is not 
the way, we have prescribed for 
ourselves, better, than the one you 
have described? May we not pur- 
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sue our own chosen way, and be 
saved? ‘So, they turn, and go 
away inarage.” But, 

4. By the history of Naaman, 
we are reminded, that the direc- 
tions of the gospel must be strictly 
followed. Naaman, it seems, was 
favored with prudent, faithful, at- 
fectionate servants. After he had 
turned from Elisha, and gone a- 
way in arage, they “came near, 
and spake unto him, and said, My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldst thou 
not have done it? how much rath- 
er, then, when he saith unto thee, 
Wash and be clean. Then he went 
down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the 
saying of the man of God: and his 
flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child and he was 
clean.” 

Had Naaman persisted in refus- 
ing to comply with the directions 
of the prophet, there is no reason 
to believe, his leprosy would ever 
have been cleansed. ‘his fact 
forcibly reminds us, that, if sinners 
would be cleansed of the leprosy 


of sin, which has diffused itself 
throughout their moral system; if 


they would be delivered from their 
state of condemnation, they must 
strictly comply with the directions 
of that method of salvation, which 
divine wisdom has devised. Di- 
vesting themselves of all depend- 
ance upon self-righteousness, and 
becoming sensible, that, ina moral 
respect, they are miserable, and 
wretched, and poor, and blind, 
and naked, they must exercise 
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unfeigned sorrow for their sins, 
and penitently and believingly 
cast themselves upon the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.— 
Let them do this; forgiveness— 
salvation—eternal blessedness, will 
be theirs. Let them continue to 
refuse till death, to comply with 
the requisitions of the gospel ; un- 
der the dominion of sinful affec- 
tion and the condemnation of the 
violated law they wiil forever ir- 
recoverably remain. F. 
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TME INSTRUCTION PARENTS SHOULD 


GIVE THEIR CHILDREN, 


The religious instruction, which 
parents ought to give their chil- 
dren, is more extensive than is 
generally supposed. The bare 
speaking about religion, now and 
then, is not giving children that 
religious instruction, which God 
has enjoined upon parents. To 
remind and instruct are two things. 
To instruct upon any subject, is 
to exhibit some light upon it.— 
Parents ought to exhibit religious 
truth to the minds of their chil- 
dren, in order to instruct them in 
the knowledge of religion. The 
instruction, which they ought to 
give their children, consists of two 
branches. 

In the first place, they ought 
to instruct them in the doctrines of 
religion. All religion is founded 
in truth. And the fundamental 
truths of religion ought to be 
clearly laid open to the minds of 
children, as soon as they are ca- 
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pable of understanding them — 
And this is very early. The first 
principles of religion are very 
easy to be understood by those, 
who have imbibed no prejudices 
against them. What is more ea- 
sy to be understood than that 
there is a God, who made all 
things, who upholds all things, 
who governs all things, who 
loves the good and hates the bad, 
who will reward the righteous 
and punish the wicked? Children 
can very easily understand and 
realize the idea of their creator, 
their preserver, their benefactor, 
and their supreme and final judge. 
Let parents only turn the atten- 
tionof their children to the sun, 
moon and stars, and the great ob- 
jectsof creation; andthey will soon 
impress on their minds the belief 
of a holy, an all-seeing and heart- 
searching God, who will make 
them happy or miserable forever, 
according to their conduct in this 
life. And this impression, once 
made upon their minds, will con- 
tinually strengthen as their capac- 
ities enlarge, and their knowledge 
increases. Every year, and, in- 
deed, every day will tend to ex- 
hibit clearer and clearer evidence, 
that they are the creatures of 
God, in whom they live and move 
and have their being. When par- 
ents have taught their children 
that there is a God, to whom they 
are accountable for all their ac- 
tions, it will be easy to make 
them believe that the Bible is his 
holy word, which they are under 
gacred obligations to read and 
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obey. This isa most important 
article of parental instruction. It 
is not to be expected, that chil- 
dren will reverence the Bible, 
before they are really convinced 
that it came from God, and is 
clothed with divine authority. — 
No other people in the world ev- 
er treated the Bible with so much 
veneration and solemnity as the 
Jews. They never took up, nor 
laid down the law, without mani- 
festing peculiar respect and awe 
to the lawgiver. Children ought 
to be taught to treat the Bible as 
the word of God; and never read 
it nor speak of it, as a common 
book. Nor is it difficult to make 
children revere and treat the Bi- 
ble as the word of God. Precept 
and example will soon impress 
this truth upon their minds; so 
that they will not dare to trifle 
with the word of life, nor treat 
the scriptures of truth with levity 
or contempt. And when parents 
have gained these two points, to 
make their children believe, that 
there is a great and glorious God, 
and that the Bible is his holy 
word, they may then easily teach 
them the most essential and im- 
portant doctrines of divine reve- 
lation. ‘These are level to the 
lowest capacity. A child may 
understand the doctrine of the di- 
vine purposes ; that Ged formed 
all his designs before he made the 
world; that he governs the world 
just as he always intended to gov- 
ern it; that he determined to save 
sinners by the death of Christ ; 





that all men are sinners and need 
salvation ; that they cannot be 
saved without becoming penitent 
and holy; that they are depend- 
ant upon God to make them holy 
and happy ; that all, who are pen- 
itent and holy, will go to heayen; 
and all, that are finally impenitent 
and unholy, will go to hell. These 
great and essential truths are to 
be taught and explained to chil- 
dren, before any false and errone- 
ous sentiments have crept inte 
their minds. It is just as necessa- 
ry thus to indoctrinate children, 
to make them religious, as to in- 
doctrinate a Jew or a heathen, to 
make them embrace the gospel. 
There is no more reason to ex- 
pect that God will renew the 
hearts of children, wlio are to 
grow up, before they are in some 
measure acquainted with divine 
truth, than that he will convert a 
Jew or pagan, without any knowl- 
edge of the gospel. True relig- 
ion is the same thing in children 
as in the adult. It consists in 
love to divine truth. Hence 
the first branch of religious 
instruction to be given to chil- 
dren, respects the doctrines of 
the Bible. The same _ words, 
which God taught parents among 
his ancient people, they were to 
teach theirchildren. ‘And these 
words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart; and 
thou shalt teach them diligently 
to thy children.”’ Parents are to 
begin to teach the doctrines of re- 
ligion, as soon as they are capable 
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ef understanding them, and to con- 
tinue to instruct them as long as 
they remain children, or until 
they arrive to manhood and cease 
to be under their care. They are 
to teach the same doctrines to 
their children, which God has 
taught them and commanded them 
to believe, to love, and to teach. 
This leads me to observe, in 
the next place, that parents ought 
to teach their children the duties 
as well as the doctrines of relig- 
ion. Children cannot understand 
the duties, :shich they ought to 
perform, u.iil they understand the 
doctrines upon which these duties 
are founded. But as soon as they 
understand the doctrines of relig- 
ion, then they are capable of feel- 
ing their moral obligations to per- 
form the duties, which result from 
them. When children are made 
to believe there is a God, and that 
they are his sinful, guilty, perish- 
ing creatures, whom he has sent 
his Son to save; then they are 
prepared to receive instruction 
respecting the duty, which they 
ewe to God, to their parents and 
to their fellow-men. Parents 
ought, first of all, to teach their 
children the duties, which they 
owe to God. These are summari- 
ly contained in the first and great 
command in the law: “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with ail thy soul 
and with all thy might.” Assoon 
as children are taught to know, 
that God is, and that he is a most 
great, and glorious, and amiable 
being, they may be made to feel, 
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that they ought to love him sin« 
cerely and supremely. And be- 
ing convinced of this, they can 
readily feel their obligation to 
pray to their Father, who is in 
heaven, to repent of their sins 
against him and to trust in his 
mercy for forgiveness and salya- 
tion. It is easy to make children 
know how they ought to feel and 
conduct towardsGoed. And it is a 
sense of their obligations to him, 
that lays the broadest foundation 
for feeling their other obligations. 
In view of the character and au- 
thority of God, it is easy for 
parents to make their children 
feel, that they ought to love, re- 
vere and obey them. It is suffic- 
ient totell them, that God has com- 
manded them to * honor their fath- 
er and mother.” This will strike 
them with awe, when they know 
and acknowledge, that God is their 
creator and judge, who will call 
them to an account for all their 
conduct. Itis of great importance 
that parents should instruct their 
children into the knowledge of 
their duty towards-them. They 
should make them feel, that it is 
God, who commands their obe- 
dience to their parents. Chil- 
dren, as well as men, are extreme- 
ly prone to disregard all human 
authority. And when they imag- 
ine, that they are bound by no 
other authority than that of their 
parents, they will, if possible, 
trample upon it. Hence it be- 
comes parents, when they exer- 
cise authority over their children, 
especially when they enforce it by 
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correction, to show them, that 
God has expressly commanded 
them to exercise and enforce au- 
thority over them and command- 
ed them to obey and submit.— 
There is no other means, that will 
so powerfully establish parental 
authority in the minds of children. 
No child can’stand before it. Let 
the parent convince the child, 
that God commands him to treat 
him as he does and the child will 
feel irresistible conviction, that he 
- wught to obey parental authority 
and submit to it. It is an impor- 
tant part of parental instruction to 
teach children the nature and ob- 
ligation of parental authority.— 
And when children are taught to 
treat their heavenly Father and 
their earthly parents as they ought 
to do, they may be easily taught 
how to treat all their fellow men. 
For God has revealed his will re- 
specting their conduct towards all 
theirsuperiors,inferiors and equals. 
And the same spirit of love to God 
and love to their parents and of 
duty to both, will lead them to 
respect all their fellow men and 
treat them as becomes the gospel. 
The child, that is taught to fear 
God and obey his parents, will nat- 
urally feel his obligation to re- 
spect all persons and regard the 
good of all with whom he is con- 
nected or conversant. 

Thus parents ought to teach 
their children all that God has 
taught them. They ought to in- 
culcate the same doctrines and the 
same duties of religion upon their 
children, which God has enjoined 





upon themselves. This is proper- 
ly religious instruction and essen- 
tially different from teaching the 
rules of decency, propriety, or 
what is called good manners.— 
Parents should teach their chil- 
dren to do every thing heartily as 
unto the Lord and not unto men; 
or to act upon religious principles 
and not upon the maxims and cus- 
toms of the world. They should 
train them up in the way, in 
which they should go and from 
which they should not depart, in 
order to glorify God and enjoy 
him forever. ‘They should teach 
them to live a holy, devout and 
heavenly life, which will prepare 
them for a peaceful death and for 
a blessed and glorious immortali- 
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Notwithstanding all that has 
been done for sinful and ruined 
men, it seems to be the opinion of 
many that obstacles still lie in 
their path to life and glory, which 
they are utterly unable to sur- 
mount. A brief attempt will be 
made to show the incorrectness of 
this opinion, which is so danger- 
ous to immortal souls. 

The salvation of the gospel in- 
cludes deliverance from sin itself, 
and from the endless torments of 
hell, the just wages of sin, recov- 
ery to holiness, and gth@» enjoy- 
ment of everlasting happiness in 
heaven. That sinners may ob- 
tain this holy and gracious salva- 
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tion if they will, the subsequent 
remarks, it is believed, will evince. 

An ample atonement has been 
made for sinners. They could not 
be pardoned, and hence could not 
be saved without an atonement 
which should fully express God’s 
abhorrence of sin, vindicate the 
honor of his violated law, and 
maintain the rights of his govern- 
ment. Such an atonement was 
necessary on God’s account, i. e. 
was necessary, that he might ex- 
tend pardoning mercy to the guil- 
ty, consistently with his moral rec- 
titude, with his pure and holy 
character, with his all perfect 
reign. And such an atonement has 
been made by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, according to- scrip- 
ture, is both God and man, or in 
whose person both divinity and 
humanity are mysteriously united. 
This wonderful Being has shed 
. his blood upon the cross, without 
the shedding of which there could 
be no remission of sins. ‘The scrip- 
tures teach that he was set forth 
by his Father to be a propitiation, 
to declare God’s righteousness, 
that he might be just in justifying 
or pardoning such as_ believe.— 
The atonement which Christ has 
made by his death, is universal ; 
for it is said expressly, that he 
died for all, tasted death for every 
man, and is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. The a- 
tonement being made by such a 
personage as Jesus Christ, is am- 
ple, is all-sufficient. It fully de- 
clares or displays God’s right- 
eousness and justice in the pardon 
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of sin. The way, then, is com- 
pletely opened for sinners to come 
and be saved if they will. 

This appears also from the uni- 
versality and freeness of the gos- 
pel offer. Alisinners without ex- 
ception, to whom the gospel is 
sent, are in it invited to come and 
be saved. The invitations are 
alike addressed to the learned and 
and the ignorant, the rich and the 
poor, the high and the low, the 
bond and the free. To them all 
Christ says, “ Come ; for all things 
are now ready. Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth. Salvation is not only offer- 
ed to all wholive under the sound 
ofthe gospel, but is offered to all 
gratuitously. This is the lan- 
guage in which it is offered; 
‘Ho! every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters; and he 
that hath no money ; come ye buy 
and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money, and without 
The Spirit and the bride 
And let him that hear- 
eth say,come. And let him that 
is athirst, come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely. 

That sinners may be saved if 
they will, is also evident from the 
consideration, that God is perfect. 
ly willing to bestow salvation upon 
all who will come to him in the ap- 
pointed way for the offered bless- 
ing. This is a plain conclusion 
from the preceding remarks.— 
For surely, he would not invite 
sinners to come and be saved, if 
he were unwilling to receive such 
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as come, er to grant them pardon- 
ing and saving mercy. God is sin- 
cere in all his offers and invitations 
to sinners. How solemn, and im- 
pressive, and convincing is this 
declaration of the Most High! * As 
I live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked ; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live : Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die ?” How often 
does God urge and entreat sinners 
to come and be saved! How many 
solemn promises does he make to 
save all who do come in the way 
prescribed! And Christ express- 
ly declares, that he who cometh to 
him shall in no wise be cast out, 
and that every one who asketh re- 
ceiveth. What then is there to 
prevent sinners from being saved 
if they will? They do indeed 
sometimes say that God is unwil- 
ling to save them. But in saying 
this, they virtually’ charge him 
with insincerity and duplicity. 
God not only expresses in words 
his perfect willingness to save all 
who look to him for salvation, but 
proves that his words are true, 
proves that he means as he says, 
by all the great things be has 
done for sinners, and by all his 
conduct towards them from the 
fall to the present hour. 

In proof of the point under con- 
sideration, I add, that sinners are 
able to do all that is required of 
them, in order to be saved. They 
cannot, indeed, obtain salvation, 
unless they do comply with the 
terms on which it is offered. They 
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must love God supremely. They 
must repent of sin. They must 
believe in Christ. They must 
deny themselves. And they must 
persevere in holiness to the end of 
life. These things they must do, 
or they cannot be saved. But 
these things they are not unable 
to do. What can be easier than 
to love a being of boundless ex- 
cellence and glory? What can 
be easier than to hate and re- 
nounce sin, the most evil, hateful, 
destructive thing in the universe? 
What path can be found sosmooth, 
and pleasant, and easy to pursue, 
as the path of wisdom, the path of 
holiness? That sinners have power 
to do what is required, and what 
is so easy, God himself has decid- 
ed, where he commands them to 
love him with all their strength, 
and promises life to those who do 
this. If God required sinners to 
love him with more strength than 
they have, in order to their being 
saved, then they could not be sav- 
ed; for it is impossible in the nat- 
ure of things, either for sinners, or 
saints, or angels, ever to love him 
with more than all their strength. 
But the fact that God bids sinners 
love him with all their strength, 
proves to a demonstration that they 
have strength tolove him; for sure- 
ly he would not speak of their hav- 
ing strength or power, if they had 
none. And the fact that God 
neither requires sinners to love 
him nor to do any thing else be- 
yond their strength or power, in 
order to be saved, proves with 
equal clearness that they are not 











unable to obtain salvation. How- 
ever unwilling they may be to 
comply with the terms of salvation, 
it is certain that a compliance with 
these terms does not transcend 
their natural ability or power, be 
that power more or less. -There 
is, therefore, nothing aside from 
their own wills, aside from their 
own free voluntary exercises, that 
ever does or ever can prevent 
their being saved. It appears, 
then, from the extent and magni- 
tude of the atonement,’ from the 
universality and freeness of the 
gospel offers and invitations, from 
the willingness of God and Christ 
to save those who do come, and 
from the fact that sinners are able 
to comply with the terms on which 
salvation is offered to them, it ap- 
pears from these considerations, 
that they may be saved if they 
will. And it is trae with applica- 
tion to them all, that if there be 
first a willing mind, it is accepted, 
according to that they have, and 
mot according to that they have 
not. 

May sinners, then, be saved if 
they will? Hence we see how 
groundless are all their excuses 
and pleas for not complying with 
the terms on which salvation’ is 
tendered to them. Where the 
gospel is faithfully preached, sin- 
ners, when urged to repent, be- 
lieve and be saved, plead the de- 
crees of God, the election of God, 
and the sovereignty of God, as so 
many bars in their way. And 
they plead their entire dependance 
on God for a new heart, and that 
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repentance, faith and salvation 
aré the gifts of God; and hence 
that they are utterly unable to 
obtain them. All these and simi- 
lar excuses sinners often urge, to 
justify themselves for continuing 
in sin, to pacify their consciences, 
and to cast the blame, if possible, 
off from themselves, and fix it up- 
on God. But though the doctrines 
that have been named are a!! true, 
yet all the excuses which sinners 
draw from those precious, glorious 
truths, are entirely groundless ; 
for it has been proved, I trust, 
that there is nothing out of them- 
selves, nothing aside from their 
own choice, to prevent their re- 
pentance and salvation. ‘That all 
the pleas they ever urge on this 
subject, are vain, will be seen at 
once ; if we only consider the case 
of such as are convinced. If sin- 
ners in this world ever know and 
teel the truth respecting God and 
themselves, it is when they are 
thoroughly convinced ; for what 
is conviction, but strong and vivid 
impressions of divine truth on the 
mind? I ask the reader, then, 
whether you ever saw any sinners, 
who, when under deep conviction, 
were able to make any of those 
excuses which are so often made 
by the stupid, or by the merely 
thoughtful and awakened ? AndI 
am sure you will answer, no, The 
truth is, that sinners under pun- 
gent conviction, do see the fallacy 
of all the pleas that either they or 
others ever made for continuing 
impenitent. They know that such 


‘pleas are refuges of lies, and that 
























oa 


oat 


— ony or = a ee ee 
RPA ec STE epi oo 
a . . a 2 

: 


hs SEA Hp. 
a aes 
a 


ERE Se ES PE 
ee een eal gas 5 i ea 


ee EYE) i ies cn De daa a 
Beare er gta ye cee weaise Be fo Nlae 2 
es mi ae 4 2 : 
A eat * oo 











340 


the making of them is only adding 
sin to sin. And they know, too, 
that nothing in the universe pre- 
vents their salvation, but what 
lies in their own sinful, rebellious 
stubborn hearts, which are strong- 
ly opposed to God and Christ, and 
that their opposition is chosen, is 
voluntary. Hence their mouths 
are shut. The light of truth 
shines, with such brightness, into 
their understandings and con- 
sciences, that they are compelied 
to give up all their former pleas, 
and to mention them no more.— 
Sinners hate the nature of Christ’s 
holy and self-denying religion.— 
They hate the nature of his pure, 
and spiritual, and gracious salva- 
tion. The way of sin in which 
they walk, is the way of their 
choice, and they love the road to 
death. They are impenitent, be- 
causé they love to be impenitent. 
They live in unbelief and disobe- 
dience, because they leve to live 
inthem. And they are at enmity 
with God, and Christ, and truth, 
and holiness, because they love to 
be at enmity with them. The 
only reason then, that any sinners 
are not saved, is, they are unwil- 
ling to be sayed on gospel terms. 
This voluntary opposition and en- 
mity of their hearts, and nothing 
else, prevents their becoming the 
friends of God, the followers of 
his Son, the heirs of his salvation. 

May sinners be saved if they 
will? Then, they who are final- 
ly lost will have no reason to com- 
plain of the divine conduct to- 
wards them. If salvation is free- 
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ly offered to them, and they are 
able to obtain it, but miss of it 
through their own voluntary re- 
jection of it, what greund can 
they have for complaint? ‘They 
will have, they can have, none. 
On the contrary, the lost will for 
ever have great reason to bless 
God for giving his son to die for 
them, for all his gracious offers 
which were made to them, and 
for all his countless mercies which 
were bestowed upon them during 
their state of trial. And I add, 
they will be forever bound to love 
and praise him in view of all the 
bright displays of his justice in 
their destruction. Though their 
hearts will be full of complaints 
and of enmity against him, yet 
their reason and conscience will 
be on his side, and will approve 
of his conduct towards them to all 
eternity. And when they sink in- 
to the pit of endless despair, they 
will be compelled to own that they 
sink there justly. Even the saints, 
the heirs of salvation, feel assured 
that were they themselves doom- 
ed to suffer endless punishment, 
no injustice would be done to 
them; for they know that they 
deserve the awful destruction from 
which they are delivered. It is 
not because saints are by nature 
any less sinful, or less rebellious, 
or less obstinate than others, that 
they in distinction from others 
are saved; but it is because God, 
agreeably to his eternal purpose, 
has made them willing in the day 
of his power to comply with the 
easy, condescending and gracious, 
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but self-denying terms of the gos- 
pel; and causes them to love him, 
to submit to his holy will, and to 
rejoice in his glorious reign. And 
it depends solely on his sovereign 
pleasure who and how many of 
our fallen race shall become truly 
reconciled to him and be saved.— 
This, however, is certain, that he 
hath chosen as many to salvation, 
as it will be for his glory and the 
good of the universe to save ; and 
that as many as he has ordained 
to eternal life, notwithstanding 
their native unwillingness, will re- 
pent, believe and live, to the praise 
of the glory of his free, sovereign, 
discriminating grace. Sinners how- 
ever, are prone to imagine that 
they are already willing enough to 
be saved. But were they sensible 
that the salvation of the gospel is 
a holy salvation, and that to seek 
it is to seek deliverance from sin, 
and to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, they would per- 
ceive at once their mistake ; for 
they know that they do love sin 
and hate holiness. No sinner is 
ever truly willing to be saved, un- 
til he is “ born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” Still 
there is great propriety in calling 
upon sinners to seek salvation, 
since they may have it if they 
will. Were they unable to obtain 
the blessing, it would be unrea- 
sonable and cruel to bid them seek 
it. Yet as they are not unabie, 
but only unwilling to become 
sharers in the salvation of God, it 
is highly proper to bid them come 
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and receive it at his hand. God 
commands and even entreats them 
to do it. Christ commands and 
entreats them, and orders his min- 
isters to persuade and beseech 
them todo it. And unless they do 
give up their voluntary, unrea- 
sonable, criminal opposition to 
him, and come with the gospel 
temper, and take the water of 
lite freely, they must be shut out 
of heaven forever, they must be 
deprived of allits pure and imper- 
ishable joys, and be punished with 
everlasting destruction from his 
presence, and from the glory of 
his power. THEOPHILUS. 


SUCCESS OF MISSIONS. _ 
No. IV. 
Mission at the Islands in the South 
Seas. 

The London Missionary Society 
was formed in 1795. A mission 
to the islands of the South Seas 
was the first object that claimed 
their attention, and engaged their 
efforts. On the 28th of July, 1796, 
thirty Missionaries were designat- 
ed to the important work of plant- 
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ ia 
the midst of those remote seas. 
They embarked on the 10th of 
August and arrived at Otaheiie, 
after a pleasant and prosperous 
voyage, onthe 6th of March, 1797. 
The original objects of the voy- 
age were to establish Christian 
Missions in Otaheite, the Friendly 
Islands, the Marquesas, the Sand- 


‘wich andthe Pelew Islands. ‘he 
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two latter islands were relinquish- 
ed and the missionaries were sta- 
tioned eighteen at Otaheite, ten on 
-one of the Friendly Islands, and 
one, on one of the Marquesas. 
The two latter stations, owing to 
the intestine commotions of the 
islands and the ferocity of some of 
their inhabitants, were terminated 
within two years. But the station 
at Otaheite has been attended 
with more auspicious results. 
With some interruptions from the 
frequent insurrections of the island- 
ers, the missionaries pursued their 
labours. They travelled around 
the island, and preached to thou- 
sands of the natives ; some of whom 
gave them an attentive hearing, 
but the greater part treated their 
message with levity and disregard. 
Pomare, the king was their steady 
friend and protector. They con- 
tinued to labour with unwearied 
assiduity for several years, without 
any apparent success, or encour- 
agement, except what arose from 


the hope that a silent influence” 


was operating, which would, at 
length, become apparent by its 
eternal effects. But they con- 
tinued under every discourage- 
ment to preach the gospel in dif- 
ferent parts of the island. After 
seven years’ labour one of the 
missionaries writes to the direct- 
ors as follows; * Instructions con- 
tinue’ to be given to the inhabitants 
of Otaheite in the things of God, 
but apparently none are savingly 
profited by them; they seem to 
remain gross idolaters, enemies to 
God by wicked works, without 
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God, without hope; yet it must 
be confessed that very many of 
them have obtained a considerable, 
though as yet unsanctified knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of christian- 
ity.’ Upon which the directors 
of that pergod thus remarked. 
** We cannot but hope that where 
a number of poor heathens born 
and educated in total ignorance of 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, obtain a considerable 
knowledge of the doctrines of 
christianity, the seed of life may 
be considered as already sown, and 
a just expectation indulged that 
the harvest wiil one day bless the 
eyes of the labourers and of the 
Society.” How just were these 
anticipations wiil be seen from the 
result. Soon after, a ¢ivil war 
broke out between King Pomare 
and a party of his. subjects, who 
wished to deprive him of his au- 
thority, in consequence of which, 
the missionaries were driven from 
the island. The rebels burnt the 
houses of the missionaries, de- 
stroyed their gardens, and seized 
all the society’s property which 
could not be hastily removed by 
the missionaries. In consequence 
of these calamitous evenis, and the 
gloomy prospects before them, 
the missionaries (excepting two) 
concluded to saii for Port Jack- 
They had not remained 
there long before they ardently 
desired to resume their labour 
in the South 3ea Islands. In the 
mean time Pomare wroie to them 
expressing his deepest sorrow at 
their absence, and atieciionately 


son. 








entreating them to come back. 
The missionaries being also in- 
formed that peace was established 
and Pomare’s authority restored, 
five of them returned and resum- 
ed their labours. The king con- 
tinued to manifest his friendship 
for them until July 1812, when 
he declared to them his full con- 
viction of the truths of the gospel, 
and his determination to worship 
Jehovah as the only living and 
true God. He had before cast 
away his idols, he now became a 
practical believer. “ He regular- 
ly observed the Sabbath, enter- 
tained clear and consistent views 
of the doctrines of the gospel, ex- 
pressed the deepest contrition for 
his past wickedness, and laboured 
to persuade his relatives to em- 
brace christianity. This was very 
encouraging to the missionaries. 
During the two next years, the 
fruits of the divine blessing on the 
labours of the missionaries be- 
came more and more conspicuous, 
so that in their report of 1814, 
they say that fifty had renounced 
their idols and become the wor- 
shipers of Jehovah. This was on 
Eimeo. About the same time 
there seemed to be a spirit of in- 
quiry on Otaheite and some there 
renounccd their idolatry. On both 
these and on some of the neigh- 
bouring islands, the congregations 


increased and the number of those. 


who renounced heathenism, and 
became the professed wershipers 
of the true God, multiplied con- 
tinually. The priest in the dis- 
trict where the missionaries re- 
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sided renounced idolatry andpublic- 
ly committed his god to the flames. 
His example was soon followed 
in both of the Islands, and not only 
were idols cast into the fire, but 
their places of idolatrous worship 
and altars were destroyed, and 
“even the wood, of which they 
were composed, used to dress 
common food, of which different 
classes and both sexes partook in- 
discriminately at a common meal, 
in utter disregard of prohibitions 
and customs, rendered powerful by 
the united influence of supersti- 
tion and antiquity.” The mission 
continued to flourish greatly.— 
Without spending time to mention 
in detail the many occurrences 
and events which were favorable 
to the progress of the work, we 
hasten to the joyful result of the 
indefatigable labors of these per- 
severing missionaries. 

In the course of the next year, 
just nineteen years from the time 
the missionaries sailed from Eng- 
land, idolatry was entirely abolish- 
ed both in Otaheite and Eimeo, 
and these together with some 
smaller Islands, became by the 
blessing of God, altogether Christ- 
ian Islands. Their idols were 
destroyed, human sacrifices and 
and infant murders abolished, and 
the people were every where 
earnestly calling upon the mis- 
sionaries to come and instruct 
them in the knowledge of the 
christian religion. Places for the 


public worship of the true God had. 


been erected and were erecting in 
every district, and where there 
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were no missionaries to conduct 
public worship, the natives had 
prayer meetings among them- 
selves. 

Although this change was at 
Jast sudden, operating through the 
whole of these Islands nearly at 
the same time, yet it was not an 
inconsiderate change ‘To use the 
language of the directors of the 
society, “The harvest which at 
length has proved so rapid and 
complete, sprang from seed that 
had long been diligently, patient- 
ly, copiously, and generally sown 
among them. The Otaheiteans for 
twelve years had opportunity of 
closely observing the nature of 
practical christianity as exempli- 
fied by the missionaries, and dur- 
ing most of that time, its doctrines 
had been explained, and urged up- 
on their attention, in every district 
of the Island. In declaring them- 
selves christians therefore, they 
well know what they profess to 
believe, and what kind of conduct 
they bind themselves to observe.” 
From the effects produced upon 
the natives we have every reason 
to suppose the change a real one 
which will be permanently saluta- 
ry. With their idolatry the peo- 
ple have renounced their former 
system of thinking and acting—an 
evident reformation of manners 
has taken place, their vain and in- 
decent amusements are almost en- 
tirely laid aside, and a degree of 
domestic and social intercourse is 
enjoyed to which formerly they 
were entire strangers. A desire 


for knowledge is universally plant- 
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ed among the natives, and at least 
three thousand of them are sup- 
plied with books. The way is 
opened for civilization, to the in- 
troduction of the useful arts and 
to the cultivation of the earth. 
How great the success, and how 
incalculable the benefits of this 
mission. ‘On several occasions 
the mission seemed on the verge 
of ruin—the lights which had long 
shone dimly, repeatedly appeared 
to be nearly extinct—but, under 
the good providence of the Al- 
mighty and his gracious influence, 
it has at length burst out into a 
far brighter day, than the mission- 
aries ever anticipated.” Their 
benevolent and persevering efforts 
have been at last rewarded by the 
conversion of a whole people, 
from a religion of the most bar- 
barous and dreadful description, 
polluted by frequent human sacri- 
fices, to an adoption of the mild 
precepts of christianity. And the 
consequent change in their social 
and moral character is most extra- 
ordinary. 

This change is described by 
Messrs. Tyerman and Bennet in a 
letter to the American Board, dat- 
ed August 9th,1822. These gen. 
tlemen visited the islands as the 
representatives of the London Mis- 
sionary Society. Under every 
advantage arising from a_particu- 
lar view of the islands and a per- 
sonal intercourse with their in- 
habitants they write, under the 
above date, the following par- 
agraph with which we shall close 


this number. 
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* Having spent some. time in 
the South Sea Islands, it may not 
be unacceptable to you to receive 
our views of the state of religion 
in those highly favored regions.— 
You have, no doubt, read the re- 
ports which have been made res- 
pecting the state of that mission ; 
——and be assured, that so far from 
those reports being exaggerated, 
much more might have been said. 
The work is indeed marvellous in 
our eyes, and excites in our hearts 
the most lively gratitude to that 
God whose hand has been so sig- 
nally displayed in it. The inhab- 
itants of those Islands were sunk 
into the lowest possible state of 
moral degradation; but are now 
we hesitate not to say, viewing 
them as a body the most universal- 
ly and consistently christian of any 
people upon the face of the earth. 
The sabbath is universally regard- 
ed. The individual is scarcely 
known who does not attend public 
worship three times on the Sab- 
bath day and several times in the 
week. The congregations are 
large and as well behaved as any 
congregation we ever saw in En- 
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gland. Numerous churches are 
formed of pious persons; while 
multitudes are waiting for admis- 
sion. Full three fourths of the 
people can read, and many write 
and cypher. Industry is every 
where apparent and civilization 
has already made considerable 
progress. ‘Towns are rising up 
composed of houses built accord- 
ing to the European style. Our 
furniture is imitated, and the peo- 
ple aim at the same modes of living 
and clothing. Crimes are very few. 
Peace and happiness are every 
where apparent. The marriage 
vow is held sacred. Infanticide is 
wholly discontinued. Religion is 
the great business of life, while 
secular affairs though not neglect- 
ed are held as only secondary.— 
All the food wanted for the Sab- 
bath is dressed on Saturday : 
not a fire is lighted, nor a canoe 
is seen moving on the water, nor 
are any visits paid on the Lord’s 
day. Never did the gospel ob- 
taina more complete and glorious 
triumph over ignorance, and sen- 
suality, and superstition, since the 
world began.” W. 


_— 


EXTRACTS. 


PEATH OF VOLTAIRE. 

It was during Voltaire’s last vis- 

it to Paris, when his triumph was 
complete, and he had even feared 
that he should die with glory, a- 
midst the acclamations of an infat- 


44 


uated theatre, that he was struck 
with the hand of Providence, and 
fated to make a very different ter- 
mination of his career. 

In the midst of his triumphs, a 
violent hemorrhage raised appre- 
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hensions for his life. D. Alem- 
bert, Diderot, and Marmontel, has- 
tened to support his resolution in 
his last moments, but were only 
witnesses to their mutual ignominy 
as well as to his own. 

Here let not the Historian fear 
exaggeration, rage, remorse, re- 
proach, and blasphemy, all accom- 
pany, and characierize the long 
agony of the dying Atheist. 

His death, the most terrible 
that is ever recorded to have 
striken the improus man, will not 
be denied by his companions in 
impiety. Their silence, however 
much they may wish to deny it, 
is the least of those corroborative 
proofs which could be adduced. 
Not ope of the.sophisters has ever 
dared to mention any sign given 
of resolution or tranquility by the 
premier chief, during the space of 
three months which elapsed ‘from 
the time he was crowned in the 
theatre until his decease. Such 
a silence expresses how great 
their humiliation was in his death. 

It was in his return from the 
theatre, and in the midst of the 
toils, he was resuming, in order to 
acquire fresh applause, that Vol- 
taire was warned that the long 
career of his impiety was drawing 
to an end. 

In spite of all the sophisters 
flocking around him in the first 
days of his illness, he gave signs 
of wishing to return to the God 
whom he had so long blasphemed. 
He called for the priests who 
ministered to him whom he had 
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sworn to crusk, under the appel- 


lation of the wretch.* 
His danger increasing, he wrote 


the following note to the Abbe 
Gaultier : 

*“ You had promised me, Sir, to 
come and hear me, | entreat that 
you would take the trouble of 
calling as soon as possible, 

(Signed,) VoLTAIRE.” 

Paris, 26th Feb. 1777. 

A few days after he wrote the 
following declaration, in presence 
of the same Abbe Gaultier, the 
Abbe Mignot, and the Marquis de 
Villevieille, copied from the min- 
utes deposited with M. Moinet, 
Notary, at Paris. 

‘+1, the under written, declare that 
for these 4 days past, having been 
afflicted with a vomitting’of blood, 
at the age of eighty-four, and not 
having been able to drag myself 
to the church, the Reverend, the 
Rector of Saint Sulpice, having 
been pleased to add to his good 
works that of sending to me the 
Abbe Gaultier, a priest, I con- 
fessed to him; and if it pleases 
God to dispose of me, I die in the 
Holy Catholic Church, in which | 
was born; hoping that the divine 
mercy will deign to pardon all my 
faults. Ifever! have scandalized 
the Church,-4 ask pardon of God 
and of the Church. 

(Signed,) 
March 2, 1778. 
in presence of the Abbe 
Mignot, my nephew ; and the Mar- 
quis de Villevieille, my friend.” 
After the two witnesses had 
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signed this declaration, Voltaire 
added these words, copied from 
the same minutes. 

*“ The Abbe Gualtier, my con- 
fessor, having apprized me that it 
was stid among a certain set of 
people, «1 shonld protest against 
every thing that I did at my death,’ 
I declare that | never made such 
a speech, and that it is an old 
jest, attributed long since to many 
of the learned, more enlightened 
than I am.” 

Was this declaration a fresh in- 
stance of his former hypocrisy ? 
for he had the mean hypocrisy, 
even in the midst of his efforts 
against christianity, to receive 
the Sacrament regularly, and to 
do other acts of religion, merely 
to be able to deny his infidelity, if 
accused of it. After the explan- 
ations we have untortunately seen 
him give of his exterior acts of 
religion, might there not be room 
for doubt. Be that as it may, 
there is a public homage paid to 
that religion in which he declared 
he meant to die, notwithstanding 
his having perpetually conspired 
against it during his life. ‘This 
declaration is aiso signed by the 
same friend and adept the Marquis 
de Villevieille, to whom eleven 
years ago, Voltaire was wont to 
write, * Conceal your march from 
your enemy in your endeavours 
to crush the wretch !” 

Voltaire had permitted this dec- 
laration to be carried to the Rec- 
tor of St. Sulpice, and to the Arch- 
bishop of Paris, to know whether 
it would be sufficient. When the 
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Abbe Gaultier returned with the 
answer, it was impossible for him 
to gain admittance to the patient. 
The conspirators had strained eve- 
ry nerve to hinder the chief from 
consummating his reconciliation, 
and every avenue was shut to the 
priest, whom Voltaire himself had 
sent for. ‘The demons haunted 
every access; rage succeeded to 
fury, and fury to rage again dur- 
ing the remainder of his life. 

Then it was that D. Alembert, 
Diderot, and about twenty others 
of the conspirators, who had beset 
his apartment, never approached 
bim but to witness their own in- 
famy. He would often curse them, 
and exclaim, “ Retire! it is you 
that have brought me to my pres- 
ent state. Begone! I could have 
done without you all; but you 
could not exist without me. And 
what a wretched glory have ye 
produced for me ?”” 

Then would succeed the horrid 
remembrance of his conspiracy. 
They could hear him, the prey of 
anguish and dread, alternately sup- 
plicating or blaspheming that God 
whom he had conspired against, 
and in plaintive accents he would 
cry out, “Oh Christ! Oh Jesus 
Christ ;” and then complain that 
he was abandoned by God and 
man. The hand which had traced 
in ancient writ the sentence of an 
impious and reviling king, seemed 
to trace before his eyes, crush then, 
do crush the wretch. In vain he 
turned his head away; the time 
was coming a pace, when he was 


to appear before the tribunal of 
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him whom he had blasphemed ; 
and his physicians, especially M. 
Tronchin, calling in to adminis- 
ter relief, thunderstruck, retired, 
declaring the death of the impious 
man to be terrible indeed. The 
pride of the conspirators would 
willingly have suppressed these 
declarations, but it was in vain. 
The Marshal of Richelieu flies 
from the bed side declaring it to 
be too terrible to be sustained ; 
and M. Tronchin, that the furies 
of Orestes could give but a faint 
idea of those of Voltaire. 
Aspe Barve. 





*it is well known that Voltaire had 
been accustomed for many years to call 
our blessed Saviour The Wretch, PIn- 
fame whom he vowed to crush. The 
conclusion of many of his letters is in 
these woids—Ecraser Il’ Infame—Crush 
the wretch. ' 





LETTER FROM THOMAS HOPOO TO REV. 
HERMAN DAGGETT. 


From the New Haven Religious Intel- 
ligencer. 


Kiruah, (Owhyhee,) Dec. 22, 1823. 

To my much loved and reverend 
Father, who taught me to know 
Jesus Christ, the God of heaven. 
Great is my affection towards you, 
my best friend in America; but 
greater is my love to Jesus, who 
is in heaven. I remember and 


regard what you said to me, when 
I was at your house; ¢ Thomas, 
be patient, be faithful, be much 
in prayer to God, that your be- 
nighted countrymen may be say- 
ed by Jehovah.’ 
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Jehovah has heard our prayers 
to him, that this land of darkness 
might be enlightened by him, and 
that this people might know the 
salvation of Jesus Christ. I am 
here patiently, and I hope faith- 
fully, laboring among them, and 
teaching them the Gospel of sal- 
vation, that their souls may be 
quickened by Jesus from the dust 
of sin and death. 

It rejoices my heart very much, 
to speak often to them about the 
salvation of Jesus Christ, that they 
also may behold the glory of Je- 
hovah, the everlasting God.. Is 
there any other business of life.so 
good and so great as this? No: 
there is no other service like that 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 
him we must be saved: through 
him we shall arrive at heaven: 
there we shall see his glory, in 
the kingdom of his Father. 

lam here, on Owhyhee, dili- 
gently publishing the word of God 
to the people, that they may un- 
derstand the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of men. | 
was at Woahoo some time, teach- 
ing the palapala (reading and 


writing) to the people ot one .of 


the chiefs. After this, | was sent 
to Owhyhee by the missionaries, 
to teach Kuakini, (or Governor 
Adams, as he is sometimes cailed,) 
the principal chief on the island, 
and to teach his people, the men, 
and the women, and the children 
of Kiruah. 

I had been on Owhyhee a little 
more thana year, when Mr. Thurs- 
ton arrived at Kiruah, with his 
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family. The governor of Owhy- 
hee has built a meeting-house at 
Kiruah, .and on the tenth of this 
month, it was solemnly dedicated 
to the worship of Jehovah. On 
this interesting occasion, the Rev. 
Mr. Thurston preached from this 
text—Haggai 1: 7, 8. ‘ Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, Consider 
your ways. Go up to the moun- 
tain, and bring wood, and build the 
house; and I will take pleasure 
in it, and I will be glorified, saith 
the Lord.” 

All the chiefs of these islands 
are pleased with Mr. Thurston, 
because he preaches to them the 
good word of God. He is very 
faithful and diligent in telling the 
people about the great God ofheav- 
en. He isa very good preacher in 
the language of Owhyhee, and 
points out to us the straight and nar- 
row way, that oursouls may arrive 
at heaven, through Jesus Christ. 
He is the only minister on Owhy- 
hee, at the present time. The 
governor likes Mr. Thurston, be- 


cause he understands the native’ 


language ; and he also speaks it 
almost as well as one of the 
people. 

In a few days, I expect to com- 
mence a school in the native lan- 
guage. Some already know how 
to read and write. The number 
of my scholars, at Kiruah, the last 
year, was 120. By and by, I shall 
have 40 more scholars at Kiruah, 
which will make 160. There is 
one of my scholars, who, | think, 
is born again. His name is Kelou, 


or Kamakau.—-He is a chief, and: 
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lives at Kaawaroa Bay, at the 
place where Captain Cooke was 
killed. I have instructed him in 
theeword of God. By and by, on 
haps, he will be a minister. 

is a good chief. He prayg con- 
tinually to God for you all, who 
live in the Christian land, that you 


may all be saved through Jesus 
Christ. 
I will tell you something about 


the governor of Owhyhee. His 
desires after God are not very 
great. By and by, perhaps, .he 
will turn his thoughts to Jesus. [ 
pray with him and his family eve- 
ry night and morning. He wrote 
to Mr. Thurston, to send Thomas 
to pray with him, that he might 
be saved through Jesus Christ. I 
think also that Kapiolani, a chief 
woman of Owhyhee, loves God, 
and loves Jesus Christ. She is 
continually hoping to go to heaven 
through Jesus Christ. 

My old father too, loves the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He _ thinks 
much about the great God. He 
rejoices at the thoughts of going 
tc heaven when he dies. Jesus 
Christ is the continual object of 
his desires. He thinks about him 
by night and by day. He is al- 
most the only object of his heart’s 
desire, in these his last days. He 
wants very much to go to Jesus 
in heaven, that he may quickly 
see the glory of Jehovah. | am 
satisfied that he finds evidence of 
piety in his own heart; and I re- 
joice also that he has found Jesus. 
1 call on my friends to rejoice with 
me. 
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By and by, the eyes, and limbs, 
and bones, of the missionaries will 
be worn out, in labouring for the 
good of this people. By and by, 
perhaps, the people of these 
islands will go before some of the 
people in America, who have the 
Gospel and believe it not. Per- 
haps they will get to heaven, and 
leave some of you behind. What 
will begome of you, if you do not 
love Jesus, when the great day of 
judgment shall come, when Jesus 
shall come in the clouds of heaven, 
with his angels! What will you 
dothen? What will you say? Lord 
Jesus, have mercy on the unbe- 
lievers in America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thurston send 
their kind regards to Mr. and Mrs. 
Daggett, wishing to be prayerful- 
ly remembered, with their little 
ones. 

I am yours, the same as ever, 

Tuomas Horoo. 


AN AGED SINNER’S ADVICE. 
% Queach not the Spirit.” 

My children,” said the old 
man, “ few are the words of your 
dying father. 1 wish them to sink 
deep into your hearts.” Then 
raising himself a little in his bed 
with a degree of strength which 
he had not been able to command 
for several of the last weeks of his 
sickness, he proceeded. 

*“ When young I enjoyed relig- 
ious privileges and was the subject 
of occasional serious reflection.— 
When just entering my 16th year, 
religious impressions were made 


” 


on my mind with unusual force.— 


I seemed to hear a voice continu- 


ally saying to me seek religion now. 
I was unhappy ; my former amuse- 
ments lost their relish. Still I 
was not willing wholly to relin- 
quish them, and obey the voice 
which urged me to seek religion 
immediately. One day,after much 
reflection, I deliberately promised 
to God that as soon as the season 
of youthful amusement was past, 
I would give myself to religious 
pursuits. My anxieties imme- 
diately left me; I returned to my 
amusements and the whole subject 
was soon forgotten. 

++ When at twenty-five, the moni- 
tory voice returned, reminded me 
of my promise, and again pressed 
upon me the importance of eter- 
nal things. Though I had not 
thought of my promise for years 
1 acknowledged its obligation, 
but an immediate fulfilment seemed 
more impracticable than it did nine 
years before. 

« | vowed with increased solem- 
nity, that when the cares of a ris- 
ing family should subside 1 would 
certainly attend to the concerns of 
religion. 

“ Again I applied myself to 
worldly avocations, and soon bur- 
ied all thoughts of the admonition 
I had received. At fifty, when 
you, my children, were diminish- 
ing, instead of increasing my cares 
this heavenly monitor returned.— 
«« Fulfil your promise, seek relig- 
ion now” was continually pressing 
upon my mind. I knew that | had 
made such a promise, but I felt 
dissatisfied that its fulfilment should 
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be claimed so soon. 1 regretted 
that I had not attended to the sub- 
ject before, when | could have 
done it with less difficulty ; but 
such was the extent and pressure 
of my business that to do it then 
seemed impossible. The subject 
made me unhappy, and after much 
deliberation I sought reiief to my 
troubled teelings, by the most sol- 
emnly renewing my promise to 
God.— When, | said, the pressure 
of business is past, I will devote 
my whole attention to a prepara- 
tion for eternity. 


“ No sooner had I fixed my 
mind on this course, than my anx- 
ieties left me, the strivings of the 
Spirit ceased in my bosom, and 
ceased for ever. When sickness 
warned me of approaching death I 
sought to fix my feelings on this 
subject, but it was in vain. There 
was a gloom and terror drawn 
around religion at which my soul 
shuddered. 1 felt that I was for- 
saken of God, but it did not move 
me. I had no love to God, no re- 
pentance for sin, nor wish to for- 
sake it. I felt nothing but the 
sudden gloom of despair—I knew 
I was inthe hands of a justly offend- 
ed God from whom | expected no 
mercy and could ask none. With 
these feelings | am now about to 
enter the eternal world. ‘To you 
my children | can only say, profit 
by my example~— quench not the 
Spirit—seek religion now, if you 
would avoid a miserable eternity ; 
put not off the concerns of your 
souls till”—The sentence died up- 
on his lips; his strengh, which 
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had been all summoned to make 
this last effort, suddenly failed, he 
fell back upon his bed, and with 
a groan that seemed to speak the 
pains of another world, the immor- 
tal spirit took its flight from that 
body which it had inhabited nearly 
fourscore years, to receive accord- 
ing to that it had done. 

This little narrative | had from 
a grandson of the old man, who 
stood by his dying bed. He was 
a minister of the Gospel, and dated 
his first permanent conviction from 
the solemnities of that awful scene. 
The descendants of the old man 
were numerous, most of whom be- 
came hopefully pious. ‘Two, who 
are now preachers, and several 
others were first awakened by his 
dying charge. 

A few particulars in the last 
years of this aged sinner are per- 
haps worthy of remark. 

Three years before his death 
there was a revival in the place 
where he resided, and the son 
with whom he lived wasa subject 
of its influence. He made the 
most violent opposition to his sons 
religious feelings, and never whilst 
able to move about the house did 
he remain in the room during fam- 
ily prayer nor till his dying hour 
was a prayer Offered in his hearing 
at his request. 

He so studiously avoided all 
religious conversation, that from 
the death of his wife, which was 
thirteen years previous, he was 
never known to say a word about 
his own feelings, till in his dying 
moments he made the communica- 
tion above given.— Boston Monitor. 
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OBITUARY. 


Died in Milford, Mass, June 30, 1824, 
Mrs. Resecca Lone, consort of Rev. 
David Long, and eldest daughter of Mr. 
Tyler Curtis, late of Worcester, aged 
46. She has left an affectionate hus- 
band and three children to mourn their 
loss, who were not insensible of her 
worth. 

_In this event, many are deeply af- 
flicted. To her family, her superior 
domestic qualities, and her pious coun- 
sels and instructions, were an inestima- 
ble treasure. Her affability, prudence, 
and sound judgment secured the esteem 
and confidence of relatives and friends, 
the people with whom she was connect- 
ed, and a large circle of acquaintances 

abroad. 

In her religious character, she was 
uniform and exemplary. And to those 
especially, who were most intimately 
acquainted with her practical piety, 
her deep huniility and self-abasement 
appeared conspicuous. Her last illness, 
which was of more than two years con- 
tinuance, and which was often attended 
with peculiar distress, was borne with 
distinguished patience and resignation. 
An appreheasion early possessed her 
mind, that ber complicated maladies 
would terminate enly with her life. But 
this apprehension was seldom attended 
with that depression of spirits, which is 
often found to de a consequence. Her 
faith in the Saviour enabled her to con- 
template the approaching scenes of 
death and eternity with composure, 
and often calmly to administer counsel 
and consolation to her afflicted family. 
At some times, she felt in a measure the 
want of spiritual comforts. But at all 
times, she manifested an unshaken re- 
solution to yield her temporal and eter- 
nal interests to the divine disposal. 

As her dissolution drew near, her suf- 
ferings greatly increased ; and she found 
additional need of prayer for an in- 

crease of patience and submission to the 
will of God. But not a murmuring 
word, through the whole of her long ill- 
ness, was ever known to escape from 
her tongue. Fora few days before her 
death, her sufferings became extreme. 
She was sensible she was entering the 
‘* valley of the shadow of death,” and 
engaging in the final conflict with the 
“ Jastenemy.” In the intervals of her 
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paroxysms, she made many observations 
to those about her, exhorting them to 
prepare for such a time as she was then 
passing. It is scarcely possible for any 
but an eye witness to conceive with 
what solemnity and energy such obser- 
vations were made. As long as she was 
able to speak, her reason remained en- 
tire, even when the agonies of death 
had seized her whole frame. At length 
the moment arrived when all her toils 
were to end. The extremity of her suf- 
ferings appeared to subside, seve,al houre 
before her death. After passing an 
hour in the greatest conceivabie distress, 
she fell into a state of apparent insensi- 
bility, from which she did not afterwards 
awake ; and at last resigned her breath 
without a struggle, and doubtless de- 
parted in peace to mansions of eternal 
rest. Therighteous hath hope in his 
death. 

The funeral solemnities were attend- 
ed, July 2, by a numerous auditory, 
who testified their respect and affection 
for the deceased, by their solemnity and 
tenderness. An appropriate discourse 
was delivered on the occasion by Rev. 
Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. on Job. i. 21: 
** The Lord gave, and the~Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” 

[ Communicated. 


rd 


The Obituary notices sent us, which 
do not appear in this Number, are not 
deemed of sufficient general interest to 
justify their insertion. 





TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


The Subscribers for the Christiau 
Magazine who intend to discontinue the 
Work at the close of the current year, 
are requested to give notice of their in- 
tentions to the Printer or to some Agent, 
before the issuing of the next Number. 
A compliance with this request will be 
a special favor to the Publishing Com- 
mittee as they are making arrangements 
for pubiishing the second Volume. 





